LITERACY PROMOTION COMMITTEE for 2006-2007
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT 6000

We have an exciting dream. Just as Rotary International
has all but eradicated polio, lowa Rotarians will join
with physicians to put books in the hands of all lowa
children.

The Reach Out and Read goal isto ensure that literacy-
related advice to parents and children’ s books are given
as routinely as immunizations are administered at
pediatric visits.

Reach Out and Read works to promote school success by supporting reading aloud as
part of routine pediatric care. It has active programs in every state in the United States.
At every well-child check-up, doctors and nurses encourage parents to read aloud to
their young children, and offer age-appropriate tips and encouragement.
Providers give every child between the ages of six months and five years a new,
developmentally appropriate, children's book to keep.
In literacy rich waiting rooms, often with volunteer readers, parents and children learn
about the pleasures and techniques of looking at books together.
There are now 14 active Reach Out and Read sites in lowa with 20 to 30 anticipated
in the year ahead.

Exposure to books and reading in the first years of life increases the probability of
healthy child development and decreases the chance of school failure. Reach Out and
Read is the success story of public-private partnership, which has helped primary care
physicians practice medicine in anew way. By promoting literacy, doctors and nurses
expand their traditional practice and responsibilities to make a positive difference in
children’s developmental skills and consequently in the nation’s economic health.

Rotary’ s support of this effort is an ambitious target. District 6000 Governor Del Bluhm
will approach District 5970 of Northern lowato make thisinitiative an all-lowa effort.
But even if only clubs within District 6000 support this sponsorship, that’s less than $7
per member.

Clubs participating in this support may designate their dollars to a particular Reach Out
and Read site. It's also important to note that every Rotary dollar would help put booksin
the hands of children. Administrative costs of the program are covered by its national
organization.

Many clubs within District 6000 already participate in other literacy efforts, including
reading to children in waiting rooms or schools, or by buying dictionaries for classrooms.
The Reach Out and Read effort is a perfect match for those activities already in place and
provides an option for clubs that want an additional avenue for community service.

The District 6000 Literacy Committee is available to speak to individual clubs about this
initiative and about the importance of early childhood development. Contact Carolyn
Jons at ccjons@aol.com. Please encourage your club to join in thisimportant dream.



